














CHARLIE CLARK* (he/him) Bela Zangler 
ARTISTRY: The Bridges of Madison County 
(Bud), Mary Poppins (Mr. Banks) THEATER: 
Theatre La7é Da: Merrily We Roll Along 
(Joe Josephson); 12 Angry Men the musical 
(Juror #3). Old Log Theatre: Guys and Dolls 
(Nathan Detroit). Tent Theatre: Catch Me if       

  You Can (Hanra7y). Ensemble Theatre 
CincinnaK: Fun Home (Bruce); Luna Gale (Pastor Jay); 
Rapture, Blister, Burn (Don). New Stage CollecKve: Sunday in 
the Park with George (George). The Carnegie: Dirty RoIen 
Scoundrels (Freddie); Carousel (Enoch Snow). Indiana 
Repertory: On Golden Pond (Charlie). Porchlight Music 
Theatre Chicago: Company (Bobby). For Greta, Ben, Jack 
and Owen. 

JONAH HALE (he/him) Moose ARTISTRY: 
Debut. Jonah is thrilled to be back in 
Minnesota and making his ArKstry debut. 
Originally from Minnesota, Jonah is now 
based in NYC and holds a B.A. in Theatre 
Performance and a Minor in Dance from 
Wagner College. Jonah was last seen in the  

      Twin CiKes in Footloose at CDT, Pirates of 
Penzance at the Ordway, and A Christmas Carol at the 
Guthrie. Favorite regional credits include 42nd Street (Billy), 
Grease (Kenickie), The Wedding Singer (Sammy), and Ghost 
(Carl). Jonah would like to thank his friends and family for 
all their love and support. 

ANNIKA ISBELL (she/her) Polly Baker  
ARTISTRY: The Pajama Game (Poopsie, u/s 
Mabel); Godspell (Swing) THEATER: Lyric 
Arts: A Chorus Line (Maggie Winslow); 
DalekoArts: White Christmas. Annika is 
thrilled to return to ArKstry with this 
wonderful group of people!  Annika is a       

   Twin CiKes naKve and an alumni of St. Olaf 
College. She’d like to thank her family for their constant 
support and love, and her first grade teacher Mr. Roberts 
for inspiring her love of musical theatre.  

JACLYN MCDONALD (she/her) Irene Roth 
ARTISTRY: Debut. THEATER: Lyric Arts: A 
Chorus Line (Cassie); Anything Goes (Reno 
Sweeney); The Wedding Singer (Linda). 
Theatre La7e Da: Chicago (Six, US Roxie). 
Ordway: GoIa Dance Cabaret (Self).   

  DalekoArts: She Loves Me (Ilona). Jaclyn is 
thrilled to be making her ArKstry Debut with this amazing 
group of people. When she isn’t performing, she owns a 
State Farm Insurance agency with her husband  in Hopkins! 
@insurewithdanny “Thank you so much for being here and 
supporKng the arts. I hope you enjoy the show!” 

MARLEY RITCHIE (she/they) Patsy 
ARTISTRY: Debut! THEATER: Lyric Arts: A 
Chorus Line (Diana), Something RoIen! 
(Ensemble), Smokey Joe's Cafe 
(Ensemble). Emerging Professionals 
Ensemble: Hair (Dione), Rocky Horror 
Show (Frank N. Furter), Spring Awakening 

(Martha). Morris Park Player: RagTme 
(Sarah), FalseIos (Cordelia). Orthogonal ProducKons: Rocky 
Horror Show (Columbia). Marley is thrilled to be making her 
ArKstry debut and hopes you enjoy the show! @mritch17 

FRANCE A. ROBERTS (he/him/his) EvereI 
Hawkins/Eugene Fodor/Perkins 
ARTISTRY: Shrek (Ensemble), Footloose 
(Wes Warnicker), Our Town (Joe Stoddard), 
Victor/Victoria (Ensemble), The Music Man 
(Marcellus), Mary Poppins (Ensemble), 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat (PoKphar, Ensemble), The Drowsy Chaperone 
(Ensemble), Fiddler on the Roof (Ensemble), Phantom 
(Ensemble), Carousel (Ensemble) THEATER: Minnetonka 
Theatre: The Sound of Music (Max Detweiler), LiIle Women 
(Mr. Laurence), Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat (Levi/Baker), Beauty and the Beast (Cogsworth), 
Sister Act (Eddie Souther), Disney's The LiIle Mermaid 
(SebasKan), ChiIy ChiIy Bang Bang (Boris, The Wizard of 
Oz (Scarecrow).  Open Eye Theater: Log Jam (Hot Biscuit 
Slim), Hair Ball (Sheldon Middlethorpe Witherspoon) Loch 
Mess (Barrymore J. Davenport). Lyric Arts: The Wedding 
Singer (Ensemble), Guys and Dolls (Rusty Charlie), Lilies of 
the Field (Homer Smith), To Kill A Mockingbird (Tom 
Robinson).  France is thrilled to be back on the ArKstry 
stage; he holds a BA in Elementary EducaKon from 
University of Minnesota Moorhead, and a MFA in 
Curriculum and InstrucKon from Hamline University. 

CRIS SANCHEZ (he/him/his) Custus 
ARTISTRY: The Pajama Game (Joe/
Ensemble, Prez u/s) THEATER: Lyric Arts: A 
Chorus Line (Paul), The Wedding Singer 
(George). Old Log Theater: Once Upon a 
MaIress (Swing), Escape to Margaritaville 
(Jamal/Ensemble). Morris Park Players:   

   FalseIos (Whizzer), Big Fish (Ensemble). 
Emerging Professional Ensemble: RENT (Angel), Ride the 
Cyclone (Dance Captain), PiPPiN (Lewis), HAIR (Woof). MMT: 
The Charm (Character Man). Cris is over the moon to be 
back at ArKstry! This spring you can catch him as Josh/
Ensemble in 9 to 5 at Lyric Arts. Shoutout to Erik and 
Peppermint!! @cris_rsc www.sanchezcris.com 

http://www.sanchezcris.com


ELLY STAHLKE (she/her) Mitzi/Dance 
Captain/Co-Choreographer 
ARTISTRY: Fifeen producKons, favorites 
include Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat and Songs for a 
New World. THEATER: Theatre La7é Da: 
Hello Dolly (Ensemble), Chicago     

     (Ensemble). Chanhassen Dinner Theatres:  
Footloose (Ensemble). Collide Theatrical Dance Company: 
Wonderland (Cheshire Cat), Romeo and Juliet (Benvolio), 
The Great Gatsby (Ensemble). Elly is grateful to be back at 
ArKstry for Crazy for You, and hopes you enjoy the show! 
Drive fast, take chances, eat donuts for dinner. 

CARL SWANSON (he/him/his) Lank 
Hawkins ARTISTRY: The Pajama Game 
(Hines), Memphis (Mr. Simmons), Wit 
(Ensemble), The Drowsy Chaperone 
(George) THEATER: NaKonal Tour: NOEL 
the Musical (Napoleon/Edgar US). History 
Theatre: The Boy Wonder. The Ordway:   

  Beauty and the Beast (The Baker/
Ensemble). Children's Theater Company: Cinderella 
(Ensemble). Old Log Theater: The Play That Goes Wrong 
(Robert), How I Became a Pirate (Swill). Trademark Theatre: 
The Reunion (Peter) Lyric Arts: Something RoIen! 
(Shakespeare), If/Then (Lucas), Bright Star (Daryl). Theatre 
Pro Rata: Silent Sky (Peter Shaw). Theatre Elision: Ain’t 
it a Grand and Glorious Feeling (Ma7). Bethel Summer 
Theatre: A Year with Frog and Toad (Toad). FILM: SancTfied 
(Streaming Soon), Road to Damascus (Currently on 
Amazon). www.carldswanson.com Instagram: @carldswan 

DAYLE THEISEN (she/her) Tess 
ARTISTRY: The Pajama Game (Brenda) 
THEATER:  Blank Theatre Company: 
Promises, Promises (Miss Della Hoya). 
Theater La7é Da: Hello Dolly (Minnie Fay 
u/s, Ermengarde). Ordway: Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast (Les Filles De La 
Ville). O’Malley Theater: A Chorus Line 

(Judy Turner); Anything Goes (Ensemble); LiIle Women 
(Ensemble, Mrs. Kirk u/s). Leavenworth Summer 
Theater: Pirates of Penzance (Edith); Hello Dolly (Ensemble); 
The Sound of Music (Ensemble). FILM: Amazon Prime - The 
Promise of the BuIerfly. Dayle holds a BFA in Musical 
Theatre (Dance Emphasis) from The Chicago College of 
Performing Arts. Dayle is delighted to be back with ArKstry 
& this team! dayletheisen.com  

THERESE WALTH* (she/her) Lobe Child/
Patricia Fodor ARTISTRY: Shrek (Ensemble, 
Fiona u/s); Memphis (Ensemble) 
THEATER: Chanhassen Dinner Theatre, 
(Mamma Mia, Sister Act, Grease, Bye Bye 
Birdie, Hairspray) The Guthrie Theatre 
(The Music Man, Two Gentlemen of  
  Verona), The Ordway (Broadway Song 

Book: Gershwin) The Jungle Theatre (The World Goes 
‘Round, Urinetown) and Bloomington Civic Theatre (Les 
Miserables, Kiss Me Kate), Minnetonka Theatre (Mame), 
among others. Therese is also the ArKsKc Director of 
Theatre and Choir Director at Hill-Murray School in 

Maplewood. She is very excited to be back on stage at 
ArKstry.  

KYLE WEILER* (he/him) Bobby Child/Co-
Choreographer ARTISTRY: Godspell 
(Choreographer) THEATER: Broadway & 
NaKonal Tours: Hamilton (Universal Swing, 
Dance Captain). InternaKonal Tour: West 
Side Story (Diesel, Riff, Dance Captain). 
Theatre La7e Da: Next to Normal (Gabe), 
Hello Dolly. Duluth Playhouse: Young 

Frankenstein (Frederick Frankenstein.) 
Ordway: Damn Yankees. Regional Theatre: Theatre Aspen, 
Guthrie, Children’s Theatre Company. Choreography: 
Theatre La7e Da (Next to Normal), Chicago Opera Theatre, 
ArKstry (Godspell), Daleko Arts, The Great Theatre, Theater 
Aspen, Ashland ProducKons, Children’s Theatre Co. 
DirecKng: She Loves Me (Lakeshore Players). Company 
(Ashland ProducKons), AD Life and Death(s) of Alan Turing 
(COT.) Upcoming DirecKng: MN Opera. Kyle holds a B.F.A 
The Juilliard School. @kyle__weil 

SAMANTHA SMITH* (she/her) Stage Manager  
ARTISTRY: Some Enchanted Evening, Memphis, LiIle 
Women (Stagehand) THEATER: Yellow Tree Theatre: The 
Rats and The Wasp’s Nest (Stage Manager); Lady Day at 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill (ASM); Misery (ASM). Theatre 
L’Homme Dieu: BeauTful: The Carole King Musical (Stage 
Manager); Dancing Lessons (ASM). Guthrie Theater: A 
Christmas Carol (Stagehand). Samantha holds a BA (Hons) in 
Drama and Theatre Arts from Goldsmiths, University of 
London.  

CHARLENE HOLM* (fae/fem/faer) Assistant Stage Manager  
ARTISTRY: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. 
Charlene Holm is primarily a producKon assistant and 
assistant stage manager based out of the Twin CiKes. Lover 
of musicals and former graduate of MCTC, fae also occupies 
faer Kme outside of the theater wriKng for Fashion Week 
Minnesota, volunteering as a DEI consultant, and speaking 
on panels for local convenKon, CONvergence. 

RICHARD GRAHAM (he/him) Sound Engineer 
ARTISTRY: Some Enchanted Evening, Shrek. THEATER: Sound 
Design: Guthrie: Importance of Being Earnest (asst.); Fox & 
Beggar: Vanaheimr; Ethnic Dance Theatre: ReflecTons on 
the Danube; Walking Shadow: Feast; Black Lives Black 
Words: EmancipaTon of Yankee Oluwale. As Sound 
Engineer: Theater Mu: Again, Man of God, Peerless, Hot 
Asian Doctor Husband; Great Northern/MN Opera: Cold Air 
Rises. As Sound Supervisor: Park Square: The RevoluTonists, 
Snowy Day, Fire in the New World, The Humans; OffLeash 
Area: Mulier Dierum. Upcoming: Walking Shadow: Feast; 
Theater Mu: Hells Canyon; Unlabeled Theatre: Shrek. 
Richard is a member of the Theatrical Sound Designers and 
Composers AssociaKon. More at richardgraham.net. 





ANITA RUTH Music Director  
ARTISTRY: Resident Music Director from 
2005-2022. Over 65 shows including most 
recently: Shrek; LiIle Women; Songs for a 
New World; Bridges of Madison County; A 
New Brain. THEATER: Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres (Music Director 1968-1988).  

 Ruby’s Cabaret (Music Director 
1988-2001). Children’s Theatre Company; Guthrie Theater; 
Park Square Theatre; Theater Mu. Anita is also a skilled 
arranger, orchestrator and Finale copyist. 

GRANT E. MERGES (he/him) LighTng Designer 
ARTISTRY: The Music Man, Noises Off, The Drowsy 
Chaperone THEATER (selected): Theater La7é Da: FalseIos, 
Merrily We Roll Along, Once; Jungle Theater: Hand to God; 
Penumbra Theatre: Black NaTvity; Stages Theatre Company: 
The North Star, James and the Giant Peach, The Hobbit; 
Minneapolis Musical Theatre: Othello the Remix, The Story 
of My Life, Big River; GREAT Theatre: Descendants, Grease, 
Newsies; PRIME ProducKons: The Roommate, LiIle Wars; 
TaikoArts Midwest Ensō Daiko; River Valley Dance Academy: 
The Snow Queen, The Nutcracker; University of 
Northwestern: The Lightning Thief, Peter Pan, Into the 
Woods; Century College: Rent, The Wolves, Macbeth. 
EDUCATION: MFA - MSU, Mankato. 

BEN BAKKEN (he/him) Producing ArTsTc 
Director ARTISTRY: Some Enchanted 
Evening (Director), A Tribute to Queen 
(Performer), The Pajama Game (Director/
Choreographer), Jesus Christ Superstar 
(Ensemble) THEATER: Jesus Christ 
Superstar, Grease, Hairspray, Footloose, 

and more at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres; 
Disney’s High School Musical at Children’s Theatre 
Company; Once, Five Points, and Aida with Theater La7e 
Da; Smokey Joe's Cafe, Mamma Mia!, and The Rocky Horror 
Show at the Ordway; Teen Idol at the History Theatre. 

KATIE PHILLIPS (she/her) ProducTon Manager/Props 
Design/Costume Coordinator ARTISTRY: ProperKes Design: 
Some Enchanted Evening, The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, Godspell, The Pajama Game, Shrek, Memphis, 
LiIle Women The Broadway Musical; Songs for a New 
World; Bridges of Madison County; A New Brain; Our Town; 
Footloose; Tinker to Evers to Chance; Victor/Victoria; She 
Loves Me; Awake and Sing!; Mary Poppins; Follies; Noises 
Off; The Last Five Years; Wit; The Secret Garden; LiIle Shop 
of Horrors; Best LiIle Whorehouse in Texas. Scenic Design: 
Songs for a New World; Tinker to Evers to Chance; Awake 
and Sing! THEATER: Scenic and properKes designed for over 
100 producKons in the last twelve years. RepresentaKve 
theaters include: Bucket Brigade, Dark & Stormy 
ProducKons, Gilbert & Sullivan Very Light Opera Company, 
Lyric Arts, Nightpath, Stages Theatre Company, S.O.S. 
Theatre, and Yellow Tree. 

WILL RAFFERTY (he/him) Technical Director 
ARTISTRY: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
(Technical Director), Godspell (Technical Director), Shrek: 
The Musical (Head Carpenter), Memphis (Technical 
Director), LiIle Women (Carpenter), Songs for a New World 
(Carpenter), Mame (Carpenter/Drafer) THEATER: Theater 
La7e Da, The Jungle Theater, The U of M Dept. of Theatre 
Arts and Dance, Penumbra Theatre. Will is always happy to 
return to ArKstry and looks forward to his next project in 
this space. He graduated from The University of Minnesota 
Duluth with a BFA in Technical Theater.  h7ps://
willrafferty01.wixsite.com/mysite 

ERIC HERR-MADSEN (he/him) Audience Services Manager 
A graduate of the University of Wisconsin - River Falls, Eric 
has been in the theatre arts most of his professional career 
having previously worked at Park Square Theatre for nearly 
18 years, as well as part-Kme gigs in the box offices at 
History Theatre, The Ordway Center, The Fitzgerald Theatre. 
He also spent 4 summers as Audience Services Manager & 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Minnesota Fringe FesKval.  
His love of theatre started in 2nd grade afer being cast as 
the Royal Chef & Chef #2 in The King's Soup, (a challenging 
dual role debut!). He credits his educators in High School 
and College for firmly believing in theatre educaKon. He is 
thrilled to be working on the staff at ArKstry Theatre having 
joined the staff last season during Memphis! 

KELLI FOSTER WARDER (she/her) ExecuTve ArTsTc Director 
is an arKst and arts administrator, based in the Twin CiKes. 
Kelli has both taught been a teacher and served as an arts 
administrator for over 30 years. Her work as a 
choreographer and director has been seen on across stages 
in the Twin CiKes and across the country including Theater 
La7é Da, The Ordway, Children's Theater Company, The 5th 
Avenue in Sea7le, Washington, Asolo Repertory Theatre in 
Sarasota, Florida, the ZACH Theatre in AusKn, Texas and 
Signature Theatre in Arlington, VA. Kelli has worked 
internaKonally as a director and choreographer in both La 
Paz, Bolivia and Panama City, Panama. As an arts 
administrator Kelli worked with Hennepin Theater Trust, 
The Ordway, and most recently as the Associate ArKsKc 
Director/Director of Impact at Theater La7é Da in 
Minneapolis, where she was a strong voice in arKsKc 
planning, deepening the company’s community 
engagement, and advancing iniKaKves in inclusion, diversity, 
equity and access (IDEA).  

JESSICA SWANSON (she/her) Visual Arts & OperaTons 
Coordinator ARTISTRY: The Pajama Game (ASM), Memphis 
(ASM), Shrek (ASM) THEATER: History Theater: The Boy 
Wonder (ASM). Sod House: Rare (Stage Manager). Cornell 
University: Locally Grown Dance FesTval (Stage Manager); 
Kitchen Theatre Company (Stage Management Intern); 
American College Dance Associate: 2015 Dance FesTval 
(Stage Manager); The University of Montana: Angels in 
America, Part One; (Stage Manager), You Can’t Take It with 
You (Stage Manager) TV/FILM: Easy Open ProducKons: Here 
Alone (Costume Assistant)  Jessica holds a BFA in Stage 
Management from The University of Montana.














